
Community Meeting
October 27, 2022
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Control Tower Plaza & Pedestrian Paseo Design



• Welcome and panel introductions

• Brief history of where we’ve been and what we’ve heard

• Brief overview of the tower and Ryan’s multifamily community

• Refining the design

• Naming the plaza

• Q&A and next steps
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Agenda



Questions & Answers

Please use the Q&A button at the bottom of your Zoom screen to submit a question or comment.

We may answer some questions within the Q&A feature, but we’ll try to field as many questions among 
the panelists as possible.

Q&A and Introductions
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Ilse Frank
Studio Balcones

Brian Dolezal
Catellus

Christine Freundl
City of Austin EDD

Tonight’s Panelists



Fehr and Granger establish award-winning, modern design

Control tower and new terminal opens

Mueller Airport closes

Resumed NOEL lighting tradition with first community lighting event

Catellus begins work on the tower restoration

Girard Kinney hired as preservation, repurposing architect

McCann Adams presents long-term direction and objectives for 

Control Tower and surrounding block to Mueller Commission

Donna Carter hired as historic preservation consultant

Kinney and Carter begin pursuing historic designation

Brief History of the Tower
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Historic designation secured following neighborhood outreach

Catellus issues RFP to market tower district multifamily site

McCann Adams presented Control Tower block design guidelines and 

concept massing  to Mueller Commission

Virtual community meeting June 22, 2021; three options presented

Ryan Companies breaks ground on multifamily project

Certificate of Appropriateness for Tower & Plaza from                               

Historic Landmark Commission

Virtual community meeting October 27, 2022

Brief History of the Tower
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Control Tower Steps Taken
• Between 2006 and 2015, various studies addressed restoration, 

asbestos and lead paint, plus economic reuse feasibility, including 
the potential ability for the public to occupy the building

• McCann Adams Studio developed design guidelines for the tower 
district, including pedestrian paseo easement, tower view 
corridors, first-floor height and more

• Challenges to allowing public access:                                                                                        
o Elevator shaft dimensions do not meet ADA requirements

o Access for people with mobility challenges

o Elevator does not reach top floors

o No second means of egress

o Speed to evacuate visitors

o Long-term ownership

o Occupancy numbers

o Fire sprinklers

o Restrooms

o Funding

Control Tower Steps Taken
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Objectives

• Maintain existing view corridors from Berkman 

Drive and John Gaines Park

• Honor the tower’s award-winning architecture, 

where appropriate

• Maximize the tower district’s development 

potential while preserving ample space around 

the tower footprint for future public use

• Celebrate the tower’s history and community 

interest in preserving it

• Support Mueller’s goals (e.g. neighborhood 

compatibility, sustainability, fiscal responsibility, 

revitalization, diversity and economic 

development), where appropriate

Control Tower District Objectives
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Evolution of the Tower District ConceptEvolution of the Tower District Concept

I L L U S T R AT I V E  P L A N
D R A F T

Prepared for Catellus Austin, LLC by McCann Adams Studio
June 30, 2020
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Site Plan Concept & UsesParcel Platting Concept
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• 6.42-acre total acreage

• 4 parcels:

o Ryan Companies is developing 
parcels B and C as apartments

o Parcel A TBD

o Gray area is the tower plaza

• Architectural nod to former 
terminal written into design 
guidelines

• Goal to preserve views from John 
Gaines Park and along parts of 
Berkman Dr.



Multifamily Project | Details
• 345 multifamily residential units

• Mix of 1, 2 and 3 bedroom apartments

• At least 15% of residential units affordable at 60% MFI

• Designed by Lake|Flato and Ryan A+E

• 536-space parking garages hidden by units

• Began construction Q1 22; first move-ins Q1 24

• Good-faith MBE/WBE participation of 20%

• ≈2,500 square feet of ground-floor retail 

• Paseo, plaza will be closely coordinated with Catellus 
and its consultants

Multifamily Project | Details

10



Public Feedback
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On June 22, 2021, the Mueller Team hosted an online public 
outreach meeting regarding the entire tower district, including 
initial concept designs for a public plaza and paseo. 100+ people 
registered and 64 people attended the event; additional 
comments were shared online in the weeks that followed the 
meeting. Below is a summary of the public feedback:

• Of those who expressed an opinion about the plaza design, most were 
interested in either the Flight Path or Flight Deck concepts with a 
slight more interested in ”Flight Path”; far less were interested in the 
Tower Forest concept

• Those who liked Flight Path expressed happiness with the “wide, 
sweeping walkways,” “twisty bridge” or “elevated” path

• Multiple people wanted to make sure the plaza is and feels open to 
the public and not exclusively for the nearby apartment residents

• A few people loved the idea of a milkweed meadow to attract 
butterflies

• Individual comments requested a water feature to attract more birds, 
using a surface material that offers accessibility for all, that potential 
vandalism be considered



Pedestrian Paseo Schematic Design
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Pedestrian Plaza Design
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Public Plaza Design | Historic Photos
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Public Plaza Design | Historic Photos
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Public Plaza Design
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Public Plaza Design

17



Public Plaza Design | Existing Site Conditions
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Public Plaza Design
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Public Plaza Schematic Design
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Public Plaza Schematic Design
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Public Plaza Schematic Design
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Public Plaza Schematic Design
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VIEW OF TOWER FROM PASEO, LOOKING WEST



Public Plaza Design
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VIEW OF TOWER FROM OVERLOOK, LOOKING NW



Public Plaza Design
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SE CORNER OF PLAZA BY RYAN’S PLAZA ENTRANCE, LOOKING WEST



Public Plaza Design
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VIEW OF TOWER FROM POTENTIAL FOOD TRUCK AREA, LOOKING SOUTH



Naming the Plaza
The upcoming plaza will be named “Roger Taylor Plaza” in honor of Mr. Roger Taylor:

• Mr. Taylor was the founder and longstanding president of the J.J. Seabrook 
Neighborhood Association, established in 1982.

• He served on the Citizens for Airport Re-Location (CARE), the RMMA Airport 
Advisory Committee and the Mueller Coalition.

• He extensively lobbied the City of Austin with help from then-Mayor Will Wynn 
to successfully save the air traffic control tower.

• Mr. Taylor lived May 30, 1935 – Nov. 20, 2012.

Naming the Plaza

Naming the Plaza
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Quick QuestionQuestions & Answers

Do you have any questions or comments about the public plaza and/or paseo?
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Quick Question & Thank YouNext Steps & Thank You

The presentation will available to view online through 
Monday, Nov. 14 here:

MuellerAustin.com/category/the-journal

You can share additional comments to:

contactus@muelleraustin.com

Catellus and Studio Balcones will review all of the 
comments to help inform the plans.

Attend the annual Tower Lighting event on

Tuesday, Nov. 29 at 5:30 PM 
at John Gaines Park 
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